
CHUTE FOREST PARISH COUNCIL
JANUARY 2007
Minutes of the Chute Forest Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 4th January 2007 in the Village Hall at 7:30 pm. 
Present:  C’llr R Cherrington (Chairman), C’llr D Close (Vice Chairman), C’llrs P Caddick, C’llr D Pike, and Wiltshire County Council - C’llr Brigadier R Hall and Kennet District Council - C’llr P Veasey.
In Attendance: Nil
1. Apologies for Absence.
Members considered and accepted the apology for C’llr D Milligan. 
2. Minutes of previous meeting.
Minutes of the previous meeting of 16th November 2006 have been circulated; C’llr Caddick proposed that the minutes should be signed as a true record, seconded by C’llr Pike.
Carried, and duly signed by the Chairman.
Action – Clerk to post on Parish Notice Boards.
3. Matters arising.
No matters arising.
4. Correspondence.
  Members considered the following general correspondence:
4.1.
Minutes of Kennet Health & Social Care Forum.


4.2
WALC - December Newsletter.


4.3.
KDC- Community Arts Training in Wilts for Non-Arts groups.


4.4.
Community First – Magazine & Annual Report.

Members noted the contents, but had no comment at this time. 

5. Finance.
5.1.
The Clerk as the RFO presented a current liquidity statement and bank reconciliation.  Members noted the statement, but had no comment at this time.
5.2.
Having declared an interest the Chairman handed over to the Vice Chair for the consideration of this item. The members, less the Chairman, then considered a request from the Clerk as the RFO to make an allowance to the Chairman under Sect 15(5) of the LGA 1972.
Members, less the Chairman, RESOLVED:


1.
Not to make an allowance to the Chairman.
5.3.
The members considered paying for an annual subscription to the Chute Chronicle for the Clerk.
Members RESOLVED to:


1.
Make the payment under LGA 1972 Sect 111.

Action – Chairman is to make the necessary arrangements with the Editor of the Chronicle and C’llr Close to pass the purchased copy of Chronicle to Clerk.

6. Planning.
The following applications were discussed:
6.1
 The members considered Planning Application K/55740/F.
Members RESOLVED to:


1.
Not raise any observations.

Action – Clerk to inform KDC.

6.2
The members were informed by WCC C’llr Hall of the existence of Planning Application K/55747/FRM which is an application for an Agricultural Determination. This application has not been seen by the members.  C’llr Close agreed to follow this up with KDC.


Action – C’llr Close.


After note – KDC have confirmed to C’llr Close that they do not have to consult regarding Agricultural Determinations.  Moreover, C’llr Close has now seen the application and is of the opinion that the Council would not have raised any observations.
7. Footpaths. 
C’llr Close reported that although there were no problems he had trimmed some Laurel Bushes that were overhanging some areas.
Action – C’llr Close.
8. Playing Fields.
The Chairman reported that the football pitches were being used on alternate weekends by two teams.  He confirmed that the ROSPA inspection had resulted in a satisfactory report but that some minor work was required. Moreover, he confirmed that the Annual Meeting of the Playing Fields Committee would take place in March 2007.
Members noted this report, and expressed their satisfaction at the regular use of the playing fields.
9. Roads.
C’llr Pike reported that the flooding, which had occurred recently, was in the main due to some of the storm drain inlets being covered by debris generated by the verge maintenance work.  The Parish Steward noted this and removed the debris and will now keep an eye out in the future.  C’llr Pike will keep in contact with the Parish Steward with a view to ensuring that he is doing tasks that have been identified by the Council as well as his routine and cyclical tasks.
Action – C’llr Pike.
10. Village Hall.
In the absence of C’llr Milligan C’llr Caddick reported that although a survey of the villagers had confirmed that they wanted have the Village Hall their support and use of the hall did not fully reflect this want.
Members noted this, but made not comment at this time.
11. Drafts.
The Clerk presented a set of draft Standing Orders for adoption by the Council.
Members RESOLVED to:

1.
Adopt the Standing Orders as presented in line with LGA Sect Sch 12 para 42. 
Action – Clerk to produce the final set of Standing Orders for signature by the Chairman by no later than Wednesday 10th January 2007.
12. Annual Parish Meeting.
The location, time date and invitation to attend list were discussed.
Members RESOLVED to:

1.
Provisionally schedule the meeting, as required by LGA 1972 Sch 12 para 7, for Thursday 19th April 2007 at 7:00PM in the Village Hall.

Action - Clerk to book Village Hall
Chairman to convene meeting and set agenda in line with LGA 1972 Sch 12. para 15.
2.
Decide on the full list of invites at the next meeting, but that in the meantime the Clerk is to invite the following to attend



a.
WCC C’llr R Hall

b.
Wiltshire Constabulary Representative.


c.
Mr Paul Bollan, Senior Roads Technician at WCC.


d.
KDC C’llr P Veasey.

Action - Clerk
13.  Elections.


13.1
The council discussed the provisional arrangements for 2007. 

Members RESOLVED to:


1   Direct the Clerk to inform electors, in line with RPA 1983, of the election by advertising the details it in the Chute Chronicle and by posting then on the Parish Notice Boards.

Action – Clerk.
13.2.
The Members noted the number of electors as being 112 as at 4th January 2007.
13.3.
The Chairman asked those members present if the would be standing for election.  All confirmed that at this point they would be standing.  However, C’llr Caddick indicated that a potential move of house might impact on her decision to stand.  The Chairman thanked the members present for their confirmations.
14.  AOB.
(For Information only)
14.1.
 WCC C’llr R Hall responded to the Council’s letter as to why Chute Forest did not appear on WCC maps by explaining that the map referred to was a copy of the Ordnance Survey which did not name all Parish Councils.  However, Chute Forest Parish did appear on the WCC Parish areas Map.
14.2
WCC C’llr R Hall briefed the Members of the Snow Clearance Plans and as result the Chairman agreed to contact Johnny Sykes regarding him taking on snow clearance duties using a WCC issued snow clearance attachment for tractors. Members directed the Clerk to write to the Guinness family requesting them to assist with snow clearance duties.

Action – Chairman to speak to Johnny Sykes.



    Clerk – to write to Guinness family.

14.3
WCC C’llr R Hall and KDC C’llr P Veasey both briefed the Members on Central Government’s proposal to change the current three tier system of local government.  Both C’llr indicated that, in their view, any change to the current system was unlikely to be of benefit at a local level and they as individuals are minded to vote against the Government’s proposals.  Moreover, they both indicated that their views were widely shared in their respective councils.  The Chairman thanked WCC C’llr R Hall and KDC C’llr P Veasey for their input and continuing support.

14.4.
C’llr D Close confirmed that the Notice Board near the War Memorial will last for a least a couple of years yet, and that when it did need replacing or relocating there was no need to apply for planning permission as long as it did not stand more that four metres high.  The members directed the Clerk to write to the Clerk to Chute Forest with a view to examining the possibility of the two Councils having a Notice Board for joint use.

Action – Clerk to write to Chute Parish Council.
14.5
C’llr D Close informed the Members that a number of tress in the area of Mankhorn Wood and Lodge Lane had been marked for treatment.
14.6
The Clerk informed the Council of the following actions that he had taken since the last meeting:

14.6.1.
Completed and awarded the first section of the Working with Your Council distance learning course and has submitted sections two and three for marking.
14.6.2. Contacted KDC reference Electoral Roll, which has now been received.

14.6.3.
  Revised and drafted the Councils Standing Orders. 

14.6.4.
  Reviewed and updated register of Members interests.


14.6.5. Commenced work on the drawing up of a set of Financial Regulations and a Complaints Procedure for consideration by the Council at the March meeting. 
15. Date of next meeting.
The Council confirmed the date of the next meeting as 

Thursday 15th March 2007 at 7:30 pm in Chute Village Hall.

There being no further business to conduct the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 20:50 PM.
Signed:






Date:
R Cherrington

Chairman

1                        Chairman’s initials & date                          


